
 

 

Review of Victoria’s Adult Parole Framework 

 

Dear Mr Farrow 

 

The Federation of Community Legal Centres (Victoria) is aware the Sentencing 

Advisory Council is undertaking this review. Unfortunately, we have not had capacity 

to prepare a detailed submission or consult with our member community legal 

centres on the terms of reference. 

 

However, in 2009 we worked with our members and partners to prepare a 

submission to the Proposed Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities (Public 

Authorities) Regulations 2009 Regulatory Impact Statement. The Statement 

concerned the extension of the exemption of the Adult Parole Board and the Youth 

Parole Board from compliance with the Charter of Human Rights and 

Responsibilities Act 2006 (‘Charter’). 

 

We believe the submission is relevant to the current review by the Sentencing 

Advisory Council and have attached a copy for your information.  

 

Drawing on this submission, we support the existence of the parole system. Parole 

has been shown to reduce recidivism by providing a gradual and supervised release 

into the community, accompanied by restrictions that reduce the likelihood of 

formerly imprisoned people committing further crimes. Any changes to the parole 

system must be underpinned by an understanding that properly managed parole 

enhances public safety. 

 

We also support many of the stated objectives of the Adult Parole Board (‘Board’). 

The Federation would not like to see changes in the Board’s practices that unduly 

restrict the ability of imprisoned people to obtain parole in appropriate 

circumstances. 

 

However, we strongly oppose the legislative provision exempting the Board from 

complying with the rules of natural justice set out in section 69(2) of the Corrections 

Act (1986). 

 

The parole system can have a significant impact on a prisoner’s life. Decisions by 

the Board can deprive prisoners of liberty and cause them to spend months or years 
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more in prison under sentence. The Board’s decisions can also severely affect 

parolees’ quality of life, placing strict limits on where they can live, where they can 

go and with whom they can associate. 

 

Given the serious consequences that can flow from the Board’s decisions, it is 

entirely appropriate that proper safeguards be implemented to ensure the quality of 

those decisions. Requiring the Board to comply with natural justice is a critical 

safeguard. The current exemption from this requirement cannot be justified and 

should be removed. Removing this requirement will not place undue restrictions on 

the Board’s practices. On the contrary, it will enhance the operation of the Board. 

 

More broadly, we believe that the transparency and consistency of the Board’s work 

would be improved by setting out the Board’s decision-making criteria in legislation. 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me on 03 9652 1507 or 

michelle.mcdonnell@fclc.org.au if you wish to clarify any points in this submission. 

 

Sincerely 

 

 
 
Michelle McDonnell 

Policy Officer 

Direct line (03) 9652 1507 

Michelle.mcdonnell@fclc.org.au  
 


