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What is image-based 
sexual abuse?

Image-based sexual abuse is non-consensual 
creation and sharing of – and/or threats 
to share – images or recordings of another 
person that are intimate or sexual or 
depict genitalia. Image-based sexual abuse 
includes ‘upskirting’ and ‘revenge porn’.

Image-based sexual abuse 
in Australia

Research shows that

23%*

of Australians aged 16–49 have experienced 
some form of image-based sexual abuse.

Most image-based sexual abuse cases (54%) 
are linked to family violence

The link is stronger for the threat to distribute and distribute intimate image offences.
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Community correction orders are the most common 
sentencing outcome

However, cases linked to family 
violence have higher rates 
of imprisonment than cases 
not linked to family violence 
(29% compared to 10%).
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*Nicola Henry et al., Responding to ‘Revenge Pornography’: Prevalence, Nature 
and Impacts, Report to the Criminology Research Advisory Council (2019) 34.
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Distribute intimate image and threat to distribute intimate 
image are the two most commonly sentenced offences

These two offences 
were introduced in 
2014 and now account 
for over 80% of all 
sentenced image-based 
sexual abuse offences.

9 in 10 offenders who are sentenced for image-based 
sexual abuse offences are male 

The offence data recorded by police also shows high rates of male 
perpetrators and female victims.
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Offence numbers have increased gradually 

The number of offences that police recorded and 
courts sentenced increased during the four-year 
study period. But only one offence was recorded 
by police for every 3,000 Victorians.

This suggests that many Victorians who experience 
image-based sexual abuse do not report it. 
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